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became visible in the whole of Syria; he made seventy
thousand captives of the high and the low from among the
children of Esrail, whom he carried off with an amount of
wealth, to calculate which eludes the imaginations of
accountants, and marched to the capital of his dominions.

After Bakhtanassar had ceased his slaughter and
plunder, it was reported to him that before his arrival a
prophet of the children of Esrail had predicted all that
would happen, but that those ill-fated wretches had im-
prisoned him in such and such a place. Bakhtanassar
then ordered him to be produced, and asked him : c Whence
knewest thou what would happen ?' Armia replied : * The
Lord, who knows the secrets of futurity, had ordered me to
admonish and to warn the people, and had informed me of
all that would happen.' Bakhtanassar said: 'What bad
people they must be who have accused their prophet of
falsehood, and who have imprisoned him. If thou wilt
remain with me, thou wilt meet only with respect and
kindness ; but if thou preferrest to dwell in thy own coun-
try in peace and tranquillity, thou mayest do so.' Armia
replied: ' I am at all times under the protection of God,
and the children of Esrail would likewise have remained
under it had they listened to my words; nor would evil
have reached them from thy or from any other part.'
Bakhtanassar then dismissed Armia and marched to
Babel, but took with him Danial, the son of Hazqil, with
the family of D&ni&l the Greater, to whom he showed much
kindness. Some have said that A'zira, the son of Sarhia,
also was of the family of Denial the Greater. It is reported
on good authority that he was among the number of cap-
tives, and was at last exalted to the dignity of a prophet;
but God knows best!

Armia remained in the Holy House, and constantly
uttered lamentations for its desolation; and herein the
swallows kept him company, wherefore people assert that it
is illicit to kill them. When those who had escaped the
sword became aware of the circumstances of Armia, they
crept out from their hiding-places, gathered around him,